LETTER URGING ACTION TO ENDING MEDICARE DISABILITY WAITING PERIOD ACT 

Dear Senator/Representative:

I am writing to request that you support the elimination of the Medicare waiting period sponsoring or cosponsoring legislation similar to the Ending the Medicare Disability Waiting Period Act of 2007 (HR 154/S 2102).  As you know, individuals who are eligible for Social Security Disability benefits must wait two years before they receive Medicare benefits, and during these two years they face tremendous obstacles to receive health care.  

Many who are receiving Social Security Disability benefits have an urgent need for medical care.  However, they often have little or no means to purchase their care and may have limited or no access to alternative health insurance.  Brain tumor patients are among those who may face this devastating barrier to health care.

Eliminating the two-year waiting period is a critical first step in improving access to health care for Americans who may be in urgent need.  Eliminating the Medicare waiting period is not comprehensive health reform, but it will be a major step forward for Social Security Disability recipients. 

I look forward to hearing that you will support legislation to ending the Medicare disability waiting period.

Sincerely,

